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For the third volume of te rro rist group profiles we have selected two Palestinian re l i g i o u s - b a s e d

movements. The first, Hamas (Harakat al-Mugawama al-Islamiya), formed in 1993, is the main radi ca l

Islamic te rro rist group dedicated to the destru ction of the St ate of Is ra e l . The second gro u p, t h e

Palestinian Islamic Ji h a d, is smaller in size but is equally co m m i t ted to eliminating Is rael thro u g h

po l i t i cal violence.

The aim of this boo k , l i ke the earlier volumes on a l - Q a i d a and the E TA , is not to glorify te rro ri s t

m ove m e nt s. Rather it is designed to provide an easily accessible re fe re n ce for aca d e m i c s, po l i cy

m a kers, reporters, and other interested individuals on two of the most notorious Palestinian terrorist

groups. This volume exposes much of Hamas and Islamic Jihad mystiques and thereby places them in

perspective as two of the many challenges facing the international community in the 21st century.
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